Child Benefit — child going on to further education or training

Deadline not to miss — 31 August

Child Benefit stops on 31 August on or after your child’s 16th birthday if they leave approved
education or training. It will continue if your child continues in approved education or training, but
this must be reported.

A letter should have been sent in your child’s last year at school asking you to confirm their plans.
Reminder letters have also been sent.

So, if you have not done so already do inform the Child Benefit Office if your child: -

e stays in education or training
e |ater leaves education or training

Do not assume continuation of the Child Benefit for that child if unreported to the Child Benefit
Office.

You must still report changes even if you have stopped claiming and receiving getting Child Benefit
because of the Child Benefit tax charge. For details about the Child Benefit tax charge visit
https://www.gov.uk/report-changes-child-benefit

Families that miss the deadline will automatically lose the benefit for that child.

Use the online service to report https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-
benefit-child-continuing-in-approved-education-or-training-ch297

Other contact details: -
Telephone: 0300 200 3100

HM Revenue and Customs - Child Benefit Office
PO Box 1

Newcastle Upon Tyne

NE88 1AA

Eligibility for Child Benefit
Child Benefit can be paid, if claimed, if you are responsible for bringing up a child who is:

e under 16
e under 20 if they stay in approved education or training
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Approved education

Approved Education must be full-time (more than an average of 12 hours a week supervised study
or course-related work experience) and can include: -

e Alevels or similar, for example Pre-U, International Baccalaureate

o Tlevels

e Scottish Highers

e NVQs and other vocational qualifications up to level 3

e home education - if it started before your child turned 16 or after 16 if they have special
needs

e traineeships in England

Courses are not approved if paid for by an employer or ‘advanced’, for example a university degree
or BTEC Higher National Certificate.

Approved training

Approved training should be unpaid and can include: -

e Foundation Apprenticeships or Traineeships in Wales

e Employability Fund programmes in Scotland

e PEACE IV Children and Young People 2.1, Training for Success, or Skills for Life and Work in
Northern Ireland

Courses that are part of a job contract are not approved.
More detail
Your child must be accepted onto the course or training before they turn 19.

When your child leaves approved education or training, payments will stop at the end of February,
31 May, 31 August, or 30 November (whichever comes first).

For more detail visit https://www.gov.uk/child-benefit/eligibility

These Child Benefit payments are worth £21.15 per week (2021-22) if it is the eldest child that has
turned 16 or £14 per week (2021-22) if a middle or younger child. The ‘benefit cap’ may affect the
total amount of benefits you receive, including Child Benefit.
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