How can | tell if | have been underpaid my Basic State Pension when my
husband was still alive?

Under the rules of the old state pension system (often called the ‘Old Age Pension’), a married
woman could claim a Basic State Pension of roughly 60% of the rate being received by her husband
provided both he and she were over State Pension Age.

There were many women who had paid the ‘Small Stamp’ in National Insurance — the Married
Woman’s Rate of NI and might only have bult up a very modest level of State Graduated Pension
(SGP) from 1961 to 1975. The SGP was an early form of earnings-related pension, intended to top-up
the Basic State Pension. It was based on graduated contributions paid between 1961 and 1975. The
entitlement was based on each unit of graduated contribution paid. Essentially every £7.50
contributed by a man, and every £9.00 contributed by a woman bought one unit. It became £7.50
for women reaching State Pension Age on or after 6 April 2010. Maximum number of units 86 for a
man and 72 for a woman. It became payable when claiming their Basic State Pension but was
payable even if not qualifying for a Basic State Pension. It was known that some women were so
disgusted with the amount of SGP, perhaps only a few pence a week, that they did not claim it and in
time the top-up to 60% of their husband’s Basic State Pension.

Other women may have had a truncated period of build-up of their own Basic State Pension
meaning they never built up anywhere like that of their husband so receiving a more modest level of
Basic State Pension

The table shows the full rate of the Basic State Pension and the maximum ‘Married Woman’s rate’
based on that amount since 2010 in the weekly amounts.

Year Full basic pension Married women's
rate
2010/11 £97.65 £58.50
2011/12 £102.15 £61.20
2012/13 £107.45 £64.40
2013/14 £110.15 £66.00
2014/15 £113.10 £67.80
2015/16 £115.95 £69.50
2016/17 £119.30 £71.50
2017/18 £122.30 £73.30
2018/19 £125.95 £75.50
2019/20 £129.20 £77.45
2020/21 £134.25 £80.45

Where a husband receives or received less than the full Basic State Pension weekly rate shown
above then his wife’s Basic State Pension entitlement would be based on his actual Basic State
Pension.
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