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Duncan and his wife Marian celebrating
their 50" wedding anniversary in August
2018 in the grounds of Holy Trinity
Convent with members of the Catenian
Association of Bromley Circle.

Also Duncan is a Deacon here officiated
at a Baptism of a family at St Swithuns

Church Bromley during Advent 2017
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Acting president from April 2020-March 202
Introduction:
| Welcome: |

Welcome to this page of Bromley Circle’s website and let me introduce myself My name 1s
Duncan Aitkins and for 2020-2021 I am the Acting President of the Circle. The photo shows me
with my wife Marian and if you have stumbled across this website let me provide some
background information. Please read through the various paragraphs and any questions or issues
let me know at duncan@duncanaitkins.co.uk







What and who are the Catenians, and what is a Circle and why do we have a President?
Lot’s of questions; so let me provide some answers.

The word Catenian derives from the word catena 1s a Latin word which means ‘chain’ and from
this we derive the word Catenain and we form our group mnto Circles. So when we meet normally
once a month we form ourselves into Circles and the leader of the Circle for each year is called
the President who leads the Circle for a year. He 1s supported by a team of Officers such as the
Secretary, Treasurer and Vice-President (who normally takes office the next year). There are
other officers who also assist the Circle such as a Membership Officer and some others who are
called Council Officers. So together we have a small team of people and we address each other at
formal events such as our monthly meetings as “Brothers” — so I am addressed formally as
Brother Duncan when we are in a formal meeting or event. It is so much better and more familiar

than saying Mr Astkins for example.

Formation:

Each Circle belongs to a larger group of Circles known as 2 Province and Bromley is part of
Province 7 in the UK and Province 7 1s sometime also known as Kent Catenians and this
demonstrates our geographic location as well. There are many other Provinces in the UK and
abroad and 1in total there around 8,000 members although we have been as large as 10,000 some

vears ago. Catemuans exist in UK, Ireland, South Afnica, Zimbabwe, India and Australia and
Malta here are some members relaxing having visited Bromley Circle enjoying a laugh and good
company before Covid-19!!



| History:

Bromley Circle will be celebrating its 100-vear formation in December 2022 and the Catenian
Association was formed back in 1908 in Manchester and the number 1 Circle was formed and 1s
known as Manchester No 1 Circle. Very prestigious to be in that Circle as being the No 1 Circle.
Bromley is No 68 formed on the 14® December 1922 and each Circle is given 2 number in
sequence of 1ts formation. At its height in the 1980°s Bromley Circle had around 65 Brothers and
a thriving social programme of events and activities

fl'he purpose of the Catenians:l

Essentially, Brothers pay visits to other Circles during the vear and each week there 1s always a
Circle meeting not to far away from Bromley. For example, we have Circles in Swanley,
Beckenham, Dulwich, Chislehurst, Croydon, Maidstone, Sevenoaks etc and it 1s part of the social
activity for Brothers to visit other Circles and enjoy a bit of banter, a dnink and a meal or some
form of refreshments and to get to know each other. On occasions there are set meals 1f
celebrating a special event such as a Speaking Competition or Carol Service at Chnistmas see
below the photographs of a Bromley Circle Christmas Jumper competition for example.

Then there are such evens as President’s Sunday where we celebrate Mass with our families and
then enjoy a shared meal sometimes held in the President’s garden or more recently we have held
such events at the Holy Trimity Convent grounds at Plaistow Lane.

One of the main events of the Provincial calendar is the Speaking Competition also known as the
Ted Shaw competition. named after Brother Ted Shaw who introduced this a competition for all



Vice-Presidents to take part. It 1s always a highlight of the year in the Province and many Circles
take part and 1t 1s a wonderful evening of good laughs. camaraderie and enjoyvable meals with
great company. It 1s a pity that our ladies are not invited as I think these events should be open to
everyone. The Speakers do not take it seriously and it 1s much fun and enjoyable to share an
evening of entertainment. Bromley Circle has won the competition a number of times and I am
pleased to say that I have been a recipient of the Ted Shaw Cup!!

Families at the Centre of Catenian Life:

It goes without saying that families are at the centre of the Catenian Association and in line with
our faith and the Catholic Church. St Joseph’s Church in Bromley has been an important link 1n
all our families although some of our members also attend other Churches local to their homes St
Joseph’s has been the focus of our faith and prayers for all families living and those sadly passed
away. An Annual Deceased Mass is held 1n November each year for all past members of the
Circle along with family members young and old. It 1s also a time to gather together to pray and
remember passed members and those who have contributed so much to the development of the
Circle in past vears. Praying together 1s an important part of the Catenian ethos as we all need
prayers, especially when you are bringing up children and having like-mined parents to talk
things over when life 1s getting sticky and problems occur, then there are always other parents to
pick up the phone or email to discuss your troubles. This has been a huge benefit for my wife and
myself during our membership and we have treasured those times of friendships.
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Some fanmuly get togethers with members and visitors.




| Why should you join?

If you know other groups such as the Rotary for example, (and I have been a member of Rotary)
you may wish to join the Catemans 1f you enjoy socialising and meeting like-minded people;
having fun with other families and if you are also on your own, or find yourself alone for
example, in a new town, this 1s also an ideal opportunity to meet and gather together during the
year without feeling alone or waiting to be asked to join an activity or event. You will find true
friendships immediately. There 1s so much to look forward to every week and even in the
pandemic for example, there have been Zoom meetings taking place every day of the week
throughout the Association here in the UK and abroad in South Africa and Australia for example.
I have been a member for over 30 years and my wife and fanuly have enjoyed very many
activities and events and made friends up and down the country. It has been fun and laughter and
we have made ternfic friendships which have lasted many years and sustained us through the
good times and bad times. You never know when you need a fnend or when you can be a fnend
to someone else who may have expenienced some problems or troubles in their life and a phone
call or visit or sending a card “thinking of you’ can have lift their spinits. I can only pass on my
comments on how the Catenian Association has been part of our lives through having true friends
that support and help in so many ways even without asking.

| Our Faith:

Being a member of the Catenian Association means that our Catholic faith plays an important
part 1n our families and our lives and we always remember our deceased members every year and
we also pay particular attention for all those who live alone especially our widows. We welcome
all members of faith as there are many different ways to be a member of Bromley Circle if you
are not a Catholic but wish to join us. Membership takes many forms and we as an Association
wish to explore how we can accommodate social members, associate members, friends of



Bromley Circle. I have to discuss these options with my colleagues and fellow Brothers. and I am
sure there will be some good news in time.
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St Joseph's Church, Bromley.




