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Every year the Catenians look to assist young Catholics 
who wish to undertake a volunteering project to do 
something wonderful for the benefit of others – not 
themselves. This year the Bromley Circle were proud to 
award a discretionary bursary to 18 year old Joseph 
Canning, who volunteered 2 weeks of his time in Africa 
to work closely with a local school in Malwai. This is 
Joseph’s story...
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JOSEPH’S VOLUNTEERING STORY

My school, Trinity, has been working with 
a school in a small village in Malawi, since 
2015. Initially, they committed to provide 
free school lunches for every child. In recent 
years, however, the work has developed 
into far more than fundraising and annual 
visits. It is a true partnership, involving 
work throughout the year over a large 
number of projects that not only help the 
children, but also the wider community in 
the village of Chipwepwete.

As part of this year’s volunteering team 
of Sixth Formers and Staff, I ran lessons in 
English, Maths and Sports for the children 
and took part in vital building projects. 
Our team also worked in partnership with 
the local community to engage with stove 
building, bore hole repairs and adult 
education. We even performed songs at the 
local prison and played football with the 
prisoners to help build relationships there. 

We recently raised funds and helped to 
construct a bridge over the local river so 
the children can get to school safely and 
the local community can benefit from 
getting their goods to the market. 

PRAYERS FOR CATENIANS AND FAMILIES:
Prayers needed please:Those who are unwell, Billie McPartlan, and 
also Brian Daley who was in Orpington Hospital recently, successful 
operation on his knee, he has returned home now; and would welcome 
visitors; Aidan McPartlan in need of our prayers, and please remember 
Jaydev Chauhan and his family need our prayers at this sad time and of 
course we will keep Roy Parker and his family in our prayers at this sad 
time with the passing of Pauline. Her funeral is on 12th September at 
12.00midday at St Joseph’s Church; and Ubbo Bakker who is seriously 
ill and awaiting a bed at Stoke Mandeville hospital. Sadly, also heard 
that Eddie Synott, (Beckenham Circle) is very unwell and awaiting a 
consultation for possible skin cancer.



I’ve been involved in fund-raising for 
Malawi since joining Trinity in 2016, 
donating time and helping out at uniform 
sales, balls and quizzes. The school has 
maintained annual donations of £15,000 
during this period which have funded 3 
new classrooms and many other sustainable 
projects. Our ongoing connection with a 
local partner (Fisherman’s Rest) ensures 
all work is completed and maintained in 
between our visits.

It was a privilege to experience the 
culture in Malawi first-hand and make 
a tangible difference to the everyday lives 
of poor and vulnerable people in other 
countries, who are not as privileged as 
ourselves. Improving schooling in Malawi, 
making it more inclusive and aspirational, 
will support the capacity of individuals to 
grow in their community for the next
generation and many generations to come.

I formed a number of friendships out there 
and have already heard back from one 
student who will be studying at University 
in Malawi this year. I will never forget my 
trip, the sheer joy I saw on the faces of the 
children and how humble it made me feel.
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